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(later to gain fame as professor and historian), who was then
serving with the regiment, I had heard much of the latest
researches into the art of war as practised by the ancient
Greeks and Romans and into the Roman phalanx formation
and maniple tactics. This I made the basis of my lecture
upon Roman tactics and the Battle of Cannae, illustrated by
sketches I drew under DelbriicFs instruction. I showed that
up to and including Cannae, the Romans fought in the old
phalanx formation, a formation at once unwieldy, awkward,
and without reserves or even superficial systematic organisation.
The Scipios were the first to divide the phalanx by two
longitudinal cuts, thereby instituting divisions each under its
own commanding officers and following one upon the other.
This method of attack enabled Scipio to gain a decisive victory
over Hannibal at Zanaa. The problem handled by me at that
time became later of the first importance when dealt with by

Schlieffen,

*           *          *

In the spring of 1884 I had to parade my battalion before
my grandfather in the Lustgarten. As the reserves had been
called up, I was able to show a strength of 180 paen to a company.
This was on 5th May. My grenadiers came up to scratch and
received the verdict " admirable ! " from his lips.

During that summer I went into bivouac for shooting
practice. We practised field sharp-shooting at Trebbin in
companies of war strength. This course was a very stimulating
one as it was attended by a detachment from the School of
Musketry at Spandau, who succeeded very cleverly in arranging
the butts as if they had been objectives in actual warfare. At
the autumn review I paraded the First Battalion (jokingly
called by my friends the f( First Battalion in Christendom ")
before my grandfather. The Brigade of Guards manoeuvres
which followed engaged the battalion in interesting and
profitable exercises in military tactics and palisading.

*           *           *

As the manoeuvres were under two different commanders, I
left the Brigade of Guards after a time to report myself to